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Spring 2025 

 

Summer 2026 

A MESSAGE FROM REV. BONNIE 
 
Dear Friends of Tweedsmuir, 
 
As we approach summer, I have begun to think about the idea of Sabbath. 
The two dovetail for me because Sabbath is a day of rest, and summer can 
also be a time when we intentionally rest from our work. I have begun to read 
a book by Marva J. Dawn called, “The Sense of the Call: A Sabbath way of 
Life for those who Serve God, the Church and the World,” and even in the 

first couple chapters I have been challenged to consider my Sabbath habits. She opens chapter two 
this way:  
 
“One of the greatest gifts for my life as one who serves God is observing the Sabbath. Celebrating a 
holy day and living in God’s rhythm for six days of work and one of rest is the best way I know to learn 
the sense of our call – the way in which God’s kingdom reclaims us, revitalizes us, and renews us so 
that it can reign through us. Before we can engage in the practice of our call, we need to be captured 
afresh by grace, carried by it and cared for.”  
 
She writes about how much setting aside an entire day for sabbath has helped her immensely. And she 
writes about how ministers often ignore this idea in their busyness and talk about finding “moments” of 
sabbath, rather than setting aside a whole day. I must admit, I have preached about this before! I don’t 
think it’s necessarily a bad mindset to have, but her words about the importance of setting aside a 
whole day intrigue me. They have made me think about how I observe sabbath, and if I truly do at all.  
 
And so, what might a sabbath day look like?  
 
Dawn uses four themes that might help us: resting, ceasing, feasting and embracing.  
After all, God’s kingdom isn’t just about work - and it is definitely NOT working ourselves to death. 
God’s kingdom is also reflected in the enjoyment of the good things in life, in rest, in healing and em-
bracing ourselves, our homes, our families.  
 
I hope this also challenges you, and encourages you to spend some time in sabbath this summer, and 
beyond.  
 

Yours in Christ, 
Rev. Bonnie 
 

 

Our mission:  

 
To know Christ  

and to make  
Him known.  

We have no higher 
calling than to offer 
the worship that be-
longs to God day by 

day. 
(Living Faith, 7.3.1) 

Tweedsmuir Church Office—519-941-1334 office@tweedsmuirpresbyterian.org |  Minister ~ Rev. Bonnie Sutherland      

Music Director ~ Julia Breen | Office administrator ~ Pam Duffield  |   Church Custodian—Mary Little 

Café Church runs from July 5 to August 30. Come and enjoy 

worship in a relaxed “café” setting with lots of praise songs and 

thought-provoking messages.  

We’ll also have the “Sharing our Abundance”  table for neighbours 

and congregants alike!   
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Tweedsmuir Youth! 

Thank you to all the Tweedsmuir Youth 
who have been actively involved in both 

Sunday School and in the  
monthly youth services.  

Wishing you an AWESOME SUMMER! 

Thank you to the Teaching Team! Chris-

tine Franklin, Seth Veenstra, Neil Over-

beek, Ellen Sinclair, Eileen Collie, Anne 

Morrison and Elizabeth Sankar.  

Please consider joining the team 

 as a teacher or a helper. You would be on 

the schedule about one Sunday a month. 

Blessed are…. 

Neil, Aaliyah and Avery announce the results of the Laundry Drive. 

The congregation cleaned up! We blasted through the original goal 

of 600 pods to collect an astounding 2,088 pods!!  This will go a long 

way to supporting the local shelter’s needs. Thank you all for your 

This term, the youth followed a 

curriculum that focused on The 

Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-12) learn-

ing the lessons that Christ taught 

His disciples about living a good, 

Christian life.  Blessed are the 

peacemakers, the meek, the merci-

ful, the pure in heart...Blessed 

are! 

Rowan and Anne work on 

their depictions of two of 

the Beatitudes. 

Below: Kim Nettles, 

Director of Choices 

spoke to the Tweeds-

muir congregation for 

the laundry drive 

launch on April. Neil 

presented Kim with 

the results.  

Left: Julia shares an 

engaging Children’s 

Story about LICE! 

(Which were really 

dancing raisins…) 

Speaking of “cleaning 

up”...many groups in 

the church pitched in 

to do a spring cleaning 

of all the rooms. Thank 

you to everyone who 

helped out! Pictured 

left, choir members 

cleaned the lounges.  

Left: Judy and Earl 

tend the garden at 

the north entrance. 

Thank you!  It looks 

beautiful!   

Thank you to Don 

& Faye Corbett for 

the stunning 

geraniums! 
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In Our Hearts 

John McLean 

Dec. 12, 1932—May 20, 2026 

presented kim with the

Thank you Freda Agar 

for coordinating the  

church directory!   

(no small feat!) 

DIRECTORY 

The Tweedsmuir Directory is here! 

The 2026 Tweedsmuir Direc-

tory is complete and is now 

available. Those who had 

their picture taken receive a 

complementary copy of the 

book. If you didn’t get your 

picture taken and would like 

a copy of the directory, 

please let Freda or Pam in the  

office know. 

Attitude of Gratitude 

An attitude of gratitude means you’ve trained 

your attention to notice good things habitually, 

even when nothing exceptional is happening. 

You’re not waiting for a reason to feel grateful. 

You’re bringing a grateful  

orientation to ordinary life. 

3 steps to achieve an attitude of gratitude: 

1. Wake up every morning and thank
God for the day.

2. Stop midday and take a 10 minute
walk to notice life around you.

3. Journal at the end of the day 3 things
you are grateful for.

Ladies Fellowship group held a lovely Gratitude 

potluck lunch on June 16th. In addition to en-

joying one another’s company, Joan Erickson 

provided a message to the 

group about gratitude and 

every participant received 

a personalized notebook 

to journal our blessings 

with the message above as 

the bookplate.  Thank you, 

Joan. We are grateful.  

On June 24, 2026, two powerful earthquakes struck north-central Venezuela. Strong 

shaking was felt across the country, as well as in neighboring Colombia and parts of the 

Caribbean. The Government of Venezuela has declared a State of Emergency.  

Donations are urgently needed. PWS&D is able to respond through the ACT Alliance, 

which has members operational in Venezuela. Immediate needs assessments are tak-

ing place with plans to respond as soon as possible.  

Make a donation by visiting presbyterian.ca, call the PWS&D office at 1-800-619-7301, 

or through your congregation by marking your donation “PWS&D Venezuela earth-

quake response.” 

MOTHER’S DAY TEA ~ MAY 9, 2026 

Venezuela  

Earthquake Response 
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Good Friday breakfast—well attended, well appreciated!  As we 

continue to grow and nurture our outreach programming, these free 

community meals are picking up momentum thanks to the generous 

support of the Tweedsmuir family. 

Now, in recognition of our service to community, The Town of 

Orangeville has granted Tweedsmuir $3,000 from its Community Grant 

program to support the costs involved in providing these meals.   

Please continue to support the community meal program by 1) 

attending  & networking with our neighbours 2) 

spreading the word 3) donating where you can 4) 

helping in the kitchen if you are able. 

Next Community meals are Aug 2 and Sept 6. 

Shout out to community volunteer, Patti Dixon! 

Patti has a passion for service and brings her joy-

ous energy to many of our events, working  

tirelessly in the kitchen.   

We are so very grateful for every volunteer who 

gives their time and talent to this outreach! 

The monthly song circle attracts many community members who just love to sing, play an 

instrument or simply listen to music—all manner of music—from Elvis, John Denver, Johnny 

Cash to traditional folk and some fun singalongs like “you are my sunshine”.  Next gathering 

is Tuesday, July 21. All are welcome! 

Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet, the harp and lyre, praise him with tim-

brel and dancing, with strings and pipe, with resounding cymbals. Let everything 

that has breath praise the Lord! Psalm 150:3-5 

Sing, sing, sing! 

Tweedsmuir Church Community Choir 

presented two wonderful concerts: The 

Voices of Easter and a Gospel Concert 

for the O’ville Blues and Jazz Festival. 

Starting with our own church choir, 

many voices joined to create a fulsome, 

beautiful community led by the incom-

parable Julia Breen who keeps the prac-

tices light, fun and productive! 

A Happy 189th Anniversary celebrated with a 

morning service of memories and an evening con-

cert featuring Rescue Junction! Powerful!! 

Thank you to the 

Town of  

Orangeville! 

Above: Ruth and Anne 

serve up pancakes, bacon 

and eggs to an apprecia-

tive crowd (left). 



5 

Thank you!! 

Noticed the sharp new seat 

covers? Courtesy of Freda 

Agar who donated the fabric 

and coordinated the project 

of covering dozens of our 

new-to-us comfy chairs. 

Grace Dodds supplied the elastic and seamstresses 

Colleen Smith, Karen Turcott, Phyllis Robertson, Di-

anne Ryder, & Diane Lawson created the covers. 

Dave and Judy Proctor worked to fit the covers on 

the chairs. Heartfelt thanks to all! Teamwork! 

The Annual Ladies Fellowship Strawberry Luncheon was an outstanding success! 

Berry wonderful! 

MANY 

HANDS! 

Scenes from a Strawberry Lunch. 

Ladies and GENTS, working very 

hard to create an absolutely fab-

ulous event! 

Right: Karen, Anne and Di-

anne greet the public at 

Tweedsmuir’s booth at the 

annual Celebrate Your 
Awesome Festival.  We,

alongside St. Mark’s Anglican 

and Westminster United 

ensure we have a presence 

at this life-affirming event 

that celebrates diversity and 

love! 
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Thank you for your contributions and thank you for reading the Tweedsmuir Tidings! 

Please submit your news items, writings, pictures, special events, and congratulatory messages for 
our Fall Newsletter by Sept. 30, 2026. 

Editors: Jane Smith, (janers@rogers.com)  Ellen Sinclair (ellenbsinclair@gmail.com) 

Dates to remember 
July 5  —Café Church begins 

July 21—Song Circle 6:30—8:30 p.m. 

August 2— Community meal (Hamburgers—mmmm) 

September 6— Community meal (Hot dogs!) 

Your support matters - Shop & Support is EASY! 
I am writing this message to the congregation of Tweedsmuir to implore 

you all to take advantage of the church Shop and Support Program. Simply purchase, your pre-

ferred cards for groceries, drug stores, clothing and hardware retailers, gas, and restaurants in de-

nominations $25, $50, $100.  If you want a $100 card from Sobey’s , that is what you get. Simply 

present it at the cash register like cash and use it until you use up the value. 

The bonus for the church is, that on average we make a 3.5% commission on every card purchased 

from the card provider! 

If 30 folks from the church purchased $200 in cards monthly, the church earns $210 a month! And 

so it goes. Currently, about 15-20 folks order monthly. I am hoping we could involve at least 15-20 

more. 

This is a stress-free, passive fundraiser involving 2 hours/month from me, an hour admin time from 

Pam, and 20 minutes for another member to verify the deposit I make. That is all the manpower 

involved. 

Most of our fundraisers are fun but tiring and require lots of helpers who, honestly, are not getting 

any younger.  Fully embracing this shop and support program could ease the burden and burn-out 

of our busy volunteer leaders and perhaps even eliminate the need of one or two of our most la-

bour intensive endeavours. 

Please give prayerful consideration to supporting this program. If you have any questions , please 

feel free to contact me at church or at home. My contact information is in the directory. 

Judy Bryan 

Submitted by 

J. Proctor 

Longtime Tweedsmuir member Heidi Neumann 

chats with Jane Smith at the Island Lake Seniors 

event on June 3rd.  Heidi is now at the Avalon 

Care Centre. 

Tweedsmuir Garage Sale held June 13 was a smash-

ing success!  Thank you to Marjorie for coordinating 

and for everyone who lent a hand. Thanks also to 

everyone who shopped and helped support the 

church! 

Above: the First Easter Craft & Bake 

sale was a huge success! It was a new 

idea that was fun, engaging and show-

cased the many talents of Tweedsmuir! 

May Income $14,672.80 
May Expense $15,376.68 
Shortfall               $703.88 
Year to date shortfall $16,100.54 

Folks, as you all know expenses con-
tinue through the summer even if we 
are on vacation. 
If you are not on par and plan to be 
away for a while please consider 
dropping post dated cheques off to 
the office or in the collection plate 
and we will deposit them at the ap-
propriate time. Thank you for your 
consideration. Have a great summer! 

Marjorie 




