
 
 

 

Tweedsmuir Tidings 

We have no higher calling than 
to offer the worship that be-

longs to God day by day. 
(Living Faith, 7.3.1) 

 
 

A Prayer from the Presbyterian Church in Canada 

 

 

Holy and gracious God, source of life and love,  
we gather in your presence  
to wonder at the beauty and complexity of all you have made,  
acknowledging how small and insignificant we are, each on our own. 
Yet you love us with a promise that gives us significance,  
and restores our purpose in the midst of the creation you love. 
When we are overcome by forces around us, you speak words of peace. 
When trouble or sorrow sets in, you give us the strength we need  
to persevere in our witness to your love. 
In this time of worship, O God,  
we remember all you have been, all you are and all you will be; 
offering you all praise and honour, love and loyalty,  
with our lips and with our lives 
to the end of our days. Amen. 
 
Mighty and Merciful God, source of hope and wholeness,  
We confess that we fail you far too often. 
You call us to serve in the footsteps of Jesus,  
but we look to our own interests first. 
You call us to love our neighbours, 
but we are so good at finding fault in others and withholding our love. 
You call us to do justice and care for the vulnerable,  
but we prefer to be silent rather than take a stand for those at risk. 
Forgive us. 
Open wide our hearts to our neighbours in need,  
as we put our trust in 
your mercy—for us and 
for them. 
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Summer 2021 

At this time, Church 
services will 

continue to be  held 
ONLINE.  We are 
following public 

health advice and 
will open for in-
person services 

when it’s safe. Your 
Friendship Group 

leader will call with 
any new information 

or watch our 
website for news. 

Services are 
uploaded every 

Sunday to: 
 https://youtu.be/

TFOw045M3_Y 

www.tweedsmuirpresbyterian.org 



 

Kids’ Corner 
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THANKS TO THE SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THIS PAGE!!  WE MISS YOU! 

 

ZOOM 

Sunday School! 

I’m grateful for: 

My family 

My home 

My pets 

Mom 

Clean water 

Sister 

Love 

Being able to do 

fun things 

Health, Dance, 

Drums 

My delicious food 

Outdoors 

Hi everyone, 

We are super thankful to still be able to 

do SUNDAY SCHOOL! 

To be able to still talk to our friends from 

church is amazing. We are so glad we can 

communicate through ZOOM. Lately, we 

have talked about all the chapters in the 

Bible and done some experiments. We 

even made a volcano to understand how 

some people felt! 

So far, we have had lots of fun and 

learned a lot too! 

We are so happy we had  

that opportunity!  

See you soon, BYE! 

Maizie and Lilly 

 



3 

  
 

Picnic pictures from  

Debbie Hunt 

The church corn roast was held for some 

years at Spencer and Joan Finch’s farm out in 

the 

Hockley 

and then 

in 1999 

it moved 

to the 

Rayburn 

farm on 

the 18th 

line of 

East 

Garafraxa. The event usually took place in 

mid-August.  We bought corn from Doug 

Simpson of Marsville and borrowed tables 

from the Orangeville Fair Board.  Some of us 

husked the corn and Suzanne cooked it in the 

kitchen. Folks brought lots of great salads, 

meats and desserts and we ate outside in the 

yard. Usually, John Handy or Adam Thompson 

read a Psalm and said Grace. Sitting in lawn 

chairs, enjoying the mid-August weather, we 

got all the world’s problems solved before 

supper. 

John drove the tractor and gave a hayrides 

through the crops, providing commentary on 

what was growing that year.  

In 2018, the corn roast moved again to 25 

Glenforest Dr. where we’ve enjoyed excellent 

fellowship and great food. We are looking 

forward to getting back to our wonderful 

events.    

Submitted by Suzanne Rayburn 

Our popular Church picnic - held annually in June.  
In the past several years our picnics have been hosted by Bob and Debbie Hunt on First Line 

in Mono. Worshipping and fellowshipping in God’s magnificent creation! Thank you, Bob 

and Debbie, for your gracious hospitality over the years. We look forward to future events! 

 

GETTING BACK TO FELLOWSHIP 

 

IT WON’T BE LONG NOW! 

WMS Above—good fellowship, good food, good friends, good works! 

She opens her hand to the poor and 

reaches out her hands to the needy.  

Prov. 31: 20-21 



On the light side with Edna L. 

Two big sellers in any book stores are the 

cook books and diet books, the cook-

books to tell you how to prepare food and 

the diet books tell you how not to eat it! 

 

Any housewife, no matter how large her 

family, can always get some time to be 

alone by doing dishes! 
 

A crust with a friend is better than  

a loaf alone! So true!   

(In memory of Joyce Keating who quoted this often) 

 

There was a very gracious lady who was mail-

ing an old family Bible to her brother in another 

part of the country. "Is there anything breaka-

ble in here?" asked the postal clerk. "Only the 

Ten Commandments." answered the lady.  
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Smiling  
Smiling is infectious 

You catch it like the flu 
 

When someone smiled at me today 
I started smiling too 

 
I walked around the corner 
And someone saw me grin 

 
When he smiled, I realized 

I passed it on to him. 
 

I thought about the smile 
And then realized it's worth 

 

A single smile   like mine 
Could travel 'round the earth. 

 
So, if you feel a smile begin 
Don't leave it undetected.  

 
Start an epidemic 

And get the world infected! 

 
Submitted by Judy Proctor 

Submitted by Marjorie MacDonald 

Stewardship at Tweedsmuir 

What our monthly credit card bill says about our stewardship 

There is a lot of talk these days about “family values.” I am often curious how these values 

manifest themselves. How do we know when we live values we profess with our lips? The Bible 

frequently speaks of “bearing fruit”–when our faith takes on some form to demonstrate that it is 

active and engaged. As James says, “Faith without works is dead.” So here’s a simple exercise 

in family values. Next time you get your monthly bank statement or your credit card bill, read it 

carefully. What were your major purchases? Who were these items bought for? At a critical 

point in Jesus’ ministry, his brother and mother confront him and ask him to stop what he is 

doing lest he deprive his family of a close relation. His rebuke is stinging when he asks, “Who is 

my brother, who is my mother?” He answers his own questions when he says that those who 

perform acts that fulfill his vision are his family. 

 

What would Jesus buy?  $ 

 

Read Matthew 25:35-36 and you get a sense of what that vision is: the naked clothed, the 

homeless housed, the stranger welcomed, the prisoner visited. Does your bank statement read 

that way? If the vast majority of our purchases are for things that have nothing to do with Jesus’ 

vision, or even our vision, why are we buying them? Who told us we have to? Do they bring us 

peace of mind, satisfaction, or real joy? Isn’t it time we had a serious conversation with our-

selves, with someone wise and thoughtful, perhaps in prayer? Given what we have, what we 

need, and what this vision that stirs us requires, what are we doing with the resources we’ve 

received? The time for that conversation is now. 

Written by Kevin Little for The United Church of Canada, 2008. 

Adapted with permission by The Presbyterian Church in Canada. 

 

How I Live Matters 

 

Part of being good stewards is being conscious of how we earn, spend, invest, and share mon-

ey. Develop a spending plan for how you will allocate your financial resources. Consider how 

you will share, save, and spend the resources God has given you. 

 

Financials for Tweedsmuir 

 

Income up to and including April 2021     $40,267.41 

Expenses up to and including April          $52,563.48 

Shortfall for 2021                                         $12,296.07 

 

Please give prayerful consideration to the finances of Tweedsmuir and if you are able, 

donate in the enclosed envelope. 

 

Thank You. 



Ralph Andrew Harkies 

1927—2021 

Ralph was a valued member of the 

Tweedsmuir Community and we have 

lost one of the last Forefathers of the 

Church.  An Elder who saw a full sanctu-

ary on Sundays and a huge Sunday 

School. He was present for two additions 

to our church! We will all miss him in our 

midst although his last few years had 

been a struggle for him.  

Praise God for His goodness 

Ralph always said he wanted his favour-

ite Praise Song sung at his funeral. 

The River 

To the river I am going,  

bringing sins I cannot bear;  

Come and cleanse me,  

come, forgive me;  

Lord, I need to meet You there. 

In these waters, healing mercy 

flows with freedom from despair;  

I am going to that river;  

Lord, I need to meet You there.  

Precious Jesus, I am ready  

To surrender ev’ry care;  

Take my hand now, lead me closer;  

Lord, I need to meet You there.  

Come and join us in the river;  

Come find life beyond compare; 

He is calling, He is waiting;  

Jesus longs to meet you there. 
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The Heart of the Matter: 

What is Truth 

by Marilyn Daniels 

 

This book is dedicated to the Ladies Bible 

Study group from Tweedsmuir Presbyteri-

an Church in Orangeville, where together 

we explored the Gospel of John. It is 

available through Amazon and Kindle. 

The Lord Jesus prayed for His disciples 

down through the ages: “Sanctify them 

by the truth; Your Word is truth” (John 

17:17), demonstrating His reliance on the 

words of scripture. It is my prayer that 

this short summary of our studies will 

create a further desire for in-depth Bible 

study.   

 

Get your copy at www.marilyndaniels.net  

We remember 
Charlotte McNabb 

Jim Stephenson 

Kathleen Jeffery 

Ralph Harkies 

Please keep their families in your prayers. 

India is currently in the midst of a dramatic surge in COVID-19 cases, threatening 

its healthcare system and leaving already vulnerable families in crisis.  

Please consider Presbyterian World Service & Development in your gifts. 

Donate through Tweedsmuir’s website or Visit https://presbyterian.ca/pwsd/  



 

6 

4 

Please submit your news items, writings, pictures, special events, and congratulatory messages  
for our next Newsletter by September 15, 20121. 

Editors: Jane Smith, (janers@rogers.com)  Ellen Sinclair (ellenbsinclair@gmail.com) 

Thank you for your contributions and thank you for reading the Tweedsmuir Tidings! 

More designs by 
Adam Wear! 

Hoodies and more! 

Our own Adam Thompson has been very 

busy this year, starting his own business 

and bringing cheer to his customers. 

Shop from a wide variety of colourful 

shirts and hoodies bearing Adam’s own 

inspiring designs. 

http://www.adamswear.deco-

apparel.com/ 
Keep up the great work Adam! 

 

It’s a hug with  

a fold in the middle! 

 

It’s wondrous 

What a hug can do 

A hug can cheer you 

When you’re blue 

A hug can say, 

I love you so!, 

Or “Gee, I hate to  

see you go!” 

 

The hug! There’s just 

no doubt about it! 

We scarcely could 

Survive without it! 

A hug delights and 

Warms and charms, 

It must be why 

God gave us arms! 

 

Submitted by Edna L. 

Let’s get back to hugs!   

Get the vaccine! 

 
We miss people. We miss high fives. 
We miss hugs. We miss handshakes. 

We miss smiles without masks. We miss  
playing cards, sharing chocolate sundaes, 
long coffees with friends, first dates,  

shoulder-to-shoulder concerts, live theatre 
and seeing each other without a screen  
in between. Do it for them. Mom. Dad. 

Grandma. Cousin. Brother. Sister. Teacher. 
Neighbour. Besties. Co-worker. Uncle. Aunt. 
Classmate. Coach. Knitting circle. Book Club. 

Walking group. Service club. We’ll get real  
face time soon. Until then… 
 

 
LET’S  
DO THIS  

TOGETHER 

More great picnic pics! 

 

Serious business 

you’re discussing 

there Spencer? 


