
Tweedsmuir Tidings

We have no higher calling than 
to offer the worship that be-

longs to God day by day. 
(Living Faith, 7.3.1) 
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Thanksgiving 2021 

Come to church! 
Join us for in-person 

services every 
Sunday at 10:30 

a.m. or come
virtually via ZOOM 

(link provided in the 
Friday emails or call 

the office for 
assistance) 

Services are also  
uploaded every 

Sunday to: 

 https://youtu.be/
TFOw045M3_Y 

www.tweedsmuirpresbyterian.org 

Dear Friends of Tweedsmuir, 

Blessings be upon you and your family and a wonderful thanksgiving to you. It is with thankful 

hearts that we greet another new season. Even though the past year has been tough, we are 

blessed with family, friends and church family to weather through it. Scripture has many vers-

es about thanksgiving and blessings and this makes a big difference when we put them into 

action. It shows that the circumstances around us do not control us and, in trying times, we 

focus on our blessings—our loved ones around us. This gives us a joyful, hopeful and upbeat 

heart instead of a miserable down spiral.  

The way we celebrate Thanksgiving reflects our faith commitment. Our celebrations can ex-

tend the love and fellowship of Christ beyond our dining room tables, and beyond our homes 

and surrounding area. We can enact our faith at the table by choosing foods and ingredients 

that honor the people that produce them as well as God’s creation. We can engage in Chris-

tian hospitality by welcoming strangers and providing for those in need. We can simplify and 

be mindful of the spirit of thanksgiving by relaxing, praying, playing and spending time with 

those we love.  

A fun fact - the word “grace”, (as applied to prayer over food), in pre-Elizabethan English took 

the plural form “graces”, and meant “thanksgiving”. The Latin gratiarum actio and the Italian 

grazie, mean "thanks".  

The Presbyterian Minister Rev. Dr. Michael A. Milton said "Your attitude determines your 

altitude. In other words, how you respond to the things that challenge you will shape the per-

son you will become, how high you will go, or how low you will stay.”  

The one common thread that we can count on at the Thanksgiving table is the relationship 

with Creator God. Thanksgiving is a time to reevaluate our attitude towards God. Let us give 

thanks and pray together.  

Warmest blessings, 

Reverend Hansel Chen 

A Message from the Minister 

Prayer: O God, our Provider, you open your hand and 

lavish good gifts upon us. So we give you thanks. You 

give us friends who share the journey of our lives; family 

who make us laugh with joy and dry our tears of sorrow; 

strangers who minister to our needs with generous kind-

ness. You knit us into your larger family called church to 

encourage us in your Way. You have blessed us with the 

freedoms of a great nation. Though we miss those 

whose places sit empty at this year’s table, we give you 

thanks for lending them to us for what time we had. For 

all your providence with the feast of life that you set 

before us, we give ourselves to you with all we are in 

thanks and praise. In Jesus Christ’s name, Amen. 



CRAFTS & ACTIVITIES 
Coloring Books• Watercolor Set 
[Finger paint palette/crayons/
markers(non-liquid containers), 
paint brushes, canvas or pa-
per] • Make-it-yourself craft 
items or kit• Puzzles•  
SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
Pencils• Small manual pencil 
sharpener• Erasers• Colored 
pencils• Pencil case• Pens• 
Crayons• Markers• Notebooks• 
CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES 
•Shirts and pants • Underwear•
Shoes and socks • Flip-flops•
Hat/scarf/mittens • Wrist
watch• Sunglasses
PERSONAL CARE ITEMS
Comb• Hairbrush• Toothbrush•
Washcloth• Adhesive bandages
(Colorful ones can help a child
be more willing to wear a band-
age. Do not include liquid anti-
biotic ointment.)
TOYS
Foam ball• Kickball (Make sure

to include a manual air pump so
that the ball can be reinflated.)•
Costume items to play dress-up,
such as crowns and costume
jewelry

Ask for the complete list from a 
Sunday School member. 

Kids’ Corner 
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HELP THE SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPORT OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

This year the Sunday school will be 
putting together boxes for opera-
tion Christmas child. We would be 
happy to receive any contribu-
tions. We will need personal care 
items, craft & school supplies and 
small toys. Please have items to 
the church for Sunday October 
31st, thank you. 

Seven days of 
Thanksgiving 

On Day One, appreciate the 
warmth of the sun on your face. 
On Day Two, feel the solidness 
of the ground beneath you. 

On Day Three, examine a rain 
cloud, a puddle or some other 
body of water. 
On Day Four, count as many 
stars as you can. 

On Day Five, feed birds in your 
yard or as you sit on a park 
bench. 
On Day Six, find as many animals 
as you can in your neighbor-
hood, observing the comings and 
goings of birds or squirrels. 

On Day Seven, rest in the 
knowledge that while being 
called to steward, we, too, are a 
piece of God’s good Creation. 

As we often discover when we 
commit to walking a new path, 
we may find that it is not always 
easy, this sacred calling of serv-
ing and protecting. But as people 
of faith, we dare not take lightly 
this task of honoring the intrinsic 
worth of Creation as a way of 

living out the justice of the Gos-
pel. 

ARTWORK BY LUCY & CALLUM 
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UPDATE on the New Beginnings initiative 

At its September meeting, Session met with the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada’s (PCC) main 

staff person overseeing the churches that are 
embarking on the New Beginnings process (ten 
in total). We agreed that attempting to launch 
the program in the midst of rising Covid num-
bers would not be prudent. Together, through 

discussion and prayer, we have decided to post-
pone our New Beginnings project until the new 
year.  Session remains committed to the renew-
al program and cannot wait to be able to bring 
the expertise in-house and see the process un-
fold. We will continue to bring updates on the 
program and ask you to continue to pray for 
Tweedsmuir as we contemplate and seek to 

understand God’s will for our ministry and mis-
sion.  

See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; 
do you not perceive it? I am making a way in 
the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. 

(Isaiah 43:19) 

Heavy rains remind us of challenges in life. 

Never ask for a lighter rain, just pray to God 

for a better umbrella. - That is the attitude!_ 

 

Rev. Creola in the house 

Over the summer, during Rev. 

Hansel’s vacation, Pulpit Supply 

was provided by Rev. Dr. Linda 

Bell, Rev. Dr. Creola Simpson and 

Tweedsmuir Session. 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 

We acknowledge that we meet on the traditional lands of the An-
ishinabe, the Mississauga of the Credit, the Huron Wendat and 

the Attawandaron people.
We acknowledge this territory’s significance for the Indigenous 

peoples who lived, and continue to live upon it, and whose prac-
tices and spiritualities were tied to the land and continue to devel-
op in relationship to the territory and its other inhabitants today. 

September 30th. has been declared a new Federal Holiday.  The 
day recognizes the colonial legacy of Residential Schools, honours 

Indigenous survivors and is vital to  
the ongoing reconciliation process

Life is not about finding the right person, 

but creating the right relationship. It's not 

how we care in the beginning, but how 

much we care till the very end  

Rejoice always, pray continually, give 

thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's 

will for you in Christ Jesus. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.  



Why Go to Church? 

A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a 

newspaper and complained that it made no 

sense to go to church every Sunday. He 

wrote: "I've gone for 30 years now, and in 

that time I have heard something like 3,000 

sermons, but for the life of me, I can't remem-

ber a single one of them. So, I think I'm 

wasting my time, the preachers & priests are 

wasting theirs by giving sermons at all". 

This started a real controversy in the "Letters 

to the Editor" column. 

Much to the delight of the editor, it went on 

for weeks until someone wrote this clincher: 

"I've been married for 30 years now. In that 

time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. 

But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the en-

tire menu for a single one of those meals. 

But I do know this: They all nourished me and 

gave me the strength I needed to do my work. 

If my wife had not given me these meals, I 

would be physically dead today. 

Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nour-

ishment, I would be spiritually dead today!" 

When you are DOWN to nothing, God is 

UP to something! 

Faith sees the invisible, believes the in-

credible & receives the impossible! 

Thank God for our physical and our spir-

itual nourishment! 

IF YOU CANNOT SEE GOD IN ALL, YOU 

CANNOT SEE GOD AT ALL! 

B. I. B. L. E. simply means: Basic Instruc-

tions Before Leaving Earth! 
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Submitted by Judy Proctor 

Submitted by Marjorie MacDonald 

Stewardship at Tweedsmuir 

Financials for Tweedsmuir 

Income for August 2021      $13,070.80 

Expenses $10,909.33 

Net $2,161.47 

Year to date we have a shortfall of $8,326.18 

We have received $4,121.02 in government grants in August 

Total grants for the year = $11,612 

The CEWS program ended in September. 

We have collected 97% of our pledge to Presbyterian Sharing. 

Thank you for your faithful commitment to the needs of the Church! 

Happy Birthday 
George Fraser—90th birthday in September 

Louise Bowman—95th Birthday in August 

On the move… 
Helen Robson moved to Port McNichol to 

live with her daughter. This summer Helen 

has been enjoying sitting out on the porch 

overlooking the Severn Bay 

Shirley Perry has moved into Bethsaida 

Retirement Home . She has reported 

enjoying being there very much. 

Lois Sproat has moved to Willows Nursing 

Home in Aurora where she’s closer to her 

sister. 

Wishing everyone God’s blessing. 

LIFE AT TWEEDSMUIR 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CECIL!! 
Many Happy returns to Cecil Cowan who cel-

ebrated his 100th birthday on August 15.  

Cecil John Wesley Cowan was born in Fergus on 
August 15, 1921. Raised in East Luther and Ama-
ranth, Cecil has been a faithful member of both 
Waldemar and Tweedsmuir Presbyterian Church-
es where he served as an Elder.  For many years, 
he farmed on the 16th Line in East Garafraxa. A 
devoted husband of Freeda (25 yrs) and Winnie 
(27 yrs), he has eight children and three stepchil-
dren. Many grandchildren and great grandchildren 
are proud to call him Grandpa! 

Among his community involvements, Cecil has 
served on the rural school board in Dufferin Coun-
ty, volunteered at the Dufferin Area Hospital, has 
been a driver for the Avalon LTC Day program. 
Cecil is a WWII veteran with five medals to his 
credit. He is a long-time member of the Legion 
and is one of the founding members of the Or-
angeville Seniors’ Centre where he especially en-
joyed euchre games, lunches, and socializing.  

After years of independent living, Cecil moved to 
the Avalon Retirement Lodge at age 97 and he 
happily celebrated his 100th birthday with family 
and friends in August. 
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Congratulations on your retirement from your full time 
career as a school principal, Julia Breen!  

(“the trouble with retirement is that you never get a day off!”) 

Congratulations Mr. & Mrs. Steve & Laura Leschyshyn 
Married August 21, 2021 

LIFE AT TWEEDSMUIR 
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Please submit your news items, writings, pictures, special events, and congratulatory messages 
for our next Newsletter by December 1, 20121. 

Editors: Jane Smith, (janers@rogers.com)  Ellen Sinclair (ellenbsinclair@gmail.com) 

Thank you for your contributions and thank you for reading the Tweedsmuir Tidings! 

Seen on a Church marquee  in Owen Sound this summer 
“Love Thy Neighbor, Wear Thy Mask” 

Covdicu 1:1 

The Lighter Side 
with Edna 

The tale of Two Tables 

Children were lined up in the cafeteria 

of a Christian school for lunch. At the 

head of one table was a large pile of 

apples. One of the teachers had 

made a note that read, 

“take only one; God is watching” and 

had placed it on the table. 

At the head of another table was a 
large pile of chocolate chip cookies. 
Next to it, a little boy wrote a note 
saying “take all you want. God is 

watching the apples” 

You come from dust and you return to 
dust. That’s why I don’t dust! It might 

be someone I know! 

Covid Protocols at Tweedsmuir  
Session would like to remind members of Tweedsmuir of the ongoing protocols at 

the church which comply with a public health directives to keep in person 

attendees to church services safe. 

 Before attending each Sunday, members are asked to self- assess for

covid-19 symptoms

 Upon entering the church you must sanitize your hands, put on your

mask and a greeter signs you in

 Mask wearing is mandatory throughout the entire service

 Seating is spread out so that there is six feet between folks.

 All touch points are being cleaned by church custodian.

 All current health unit directives are adhered to.

Update from the Wellington Dufferin Guelph Public Health Unit 

The WDG Health Unit website reports that as of Sept 14, 80.6 % of the health unit 

residents are fully vaccinated. In addition,  93% of those aged 60-69, 95% of those 

aged 70-74, 98% of those aged 75-79 and 96% of those aged 80 + are fully vaccinat-

ed.  

Here’s something 
I’ll bet you didn’t 
know... 

You’re just not that 
interested in Theology 
are you? 

Someday we 
will all  die, 
Snoopy.  

True, but on 
the other days, 
we will not. 

The Bible contains 
3,566,480 letters and 
773,893 words! 




