Tweedsmuir Tidings

Easter 2022

A message from our Interim Moderator
Dear Friends,
This year's Lenten journey seems a bit more hopeful than in 2021. As I write this letter I just
heard the news that most Covid mandates will be lifted in the coming weeks. By the time
Easter arrives our Alleluias may indeed be louder than perhaps they've been for some time. This is good news! I do
want to acknowledge the war that is raging in Ukraine right
now, and pray that peace would come quickly. I pray that
we will find ways to be the hands and feet of Jesus right
where it is we find ourselves and that those who are hurting
most will find comfort and rest. My heart as I'm sure are
many of yours, is broken by the violence and pain that we
are hearing of through the news.
We long for the Resurrection, don't we? For hope and new
life to come with Easter? I doubt the disciples had a whole lot of hope for resurrection as
they made the journey with Jesus toward the cross. That’s the thing about faith though, right?
In the midst of the darkness, there is hope. There is always hope. This is our Easter faith. And
as people of resurrection, we have the insight into what happens after Good Friday. Death is
not the end. Darkness does not get the last word. Ever. The Son WILL rise. A new day will
dawn, hope is alive. God is with us.
May we cling to this hope in these times. May we trust that all will be well, even
in the midst of so much pain and suffering in our world. And may we always seek to be the
hands and feet of our Lord Jesus wherever and however it is we find ourselves.
As I work with your Session I see the depth of your faithfulness as
a congregation. I am filled with gratitude to and for how you are
listening for Spirit's nudging and seeking to respond.
May you be filled with the hope of resurrection as we make the
rest of our Lenten journey together, through Holy Week from the
Palms and Hosannas to the darkness -- and beyond that, into the
light of resurrection morning!
Tweedsmuir, Happy Easter. May you know God’s richest and
deepest blessing.
With hope, peace and love,
Rev. Jen Sokolowsky
Your Interim Moderator

We have no higher calling than
to offer the worship that belongs to God day by day.
(living Faith, 7.3.1)

Palm Sunday, April 10
Maundy Thursday,
Communion Service
April 14 ~ 7 p.m.
in the Sanctuary and
Online
Easter Sunday, April 17
ZOOM Link in the
bulletin or call Pam in
the office
at 519-941-1334

“For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life.” John 3:16
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Kids’ Corner—Youth Step Up!

New tech support ~ Thank you!
Nora Morrison working the sound board over the winter.

Confirmation ~ Affirmation of Faith
Maizie Shortt joined Tweedsmuir Church on Sunday,
March 6 following confirmation classes with Rev. Chen.
Welcome to membership, Maizie. May God Bless!

TWEEDSMUIR 185TH ANNIVERSARY ~ SUNDAY, MAY 1ST

Heartwarming!
Thank you Sunday School for
the beautiful, thoughtful
and uplifting Valentine Cards
you sent to us!

We needed that!

There were many expressions of appreciation for
these thoughtful cards!
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In His Service
Friendship group leaders
We have been very fortunate in having had our friendship
group leaders in place to maintain contact with the congregation during this time. “How are you? Are you managing
okay? Do you need any help? What can we do to help?”
These are the type of questions that Friendship Group Leaders ask. In the last two years it has become essential to keep
in touch with our members. We have been shut-in, confined
to our homes and for many it has been a troubling time. We
have all been in need of a friendly voice on the telephone.
This project was set up around 2008 when the Presbytery
decided it was difficult to have elders visit and give out cards
to be brought to church on Communion Sunday. (do you
remember those cards that we handed in?) So then it was
recommended that we change to this type of communication. We have 10 groups .
Thank you to these Friendship Group Leaders
for your dedication and service!
Judy Bryan, Judy Procter, Debbie Hunt, Mae Eagles & Edna
Leschyshyn, Marjorie MacDonald & Diane Ursu, Phyllis Robertson, Ellen Sinclair & Jane Smith, Ruth Snell & Ruby Doan,
Suzanne Rayburn, Neil Overbeek

Tweedsmuir Remembers

Time & Age
I learned that I like my teacher because she cries when
we sing "Silent Night." Age 6
I've learned that our dog doesn't want to
eat my broccoli either. Age 7
I've learned that when I wave to people in the country,
they stop what they are doing and wave back. Age 9
I've learned that just when I get my room the way I like
it, Mom makes me clean it up again. Age 11
I've learned that if you want to cheer yourself up, you
should try cheering someone else up. Age 14
I've learned that silent company is often more healing
than words of advice. Age 24

Olive Bradley

Bill Carmichael, active choir memI've learned that wherever I go, the world's
ber and strong supporter of the
worst drivers have followed me there. Age 29
Burns Supper passed away in
I've learned that if someone says something unkind
January.
about me, I must live so that no one will believe it. Age 32
Ralph Beattie—Jan. 5, 2022

OUR MINISTERS
Reverend Hansel Chen resigned from Tweedsmuir in February 2022. We pray for Rev.
Chen, his wife Christy and daughter Evangeline as they enter a new phase of their lives.
May they know the Grace and Peace of God always.

Tweedsmuir has blossomed under the inspirational leadership of our current
Interim Moderator Rev. Jen Sokolowsky. Rev. Jen started with us in November
2021 and will be wrapping up her I.M. duties at the end of April. She has started
a full time Ministry at Presbyterian Church Camp Kintail.

I've learned that there are people who love you dearly
but just don't know how to show it. Age 42
I've learned that you can make someone's day
by simply sending them a little note. Age 44
I've learned that children and grandparents
are natural allies. Age 47
I've learned that singing "Amazing Grace"
can lift my spirits for hours. Age 49
I've learned that motel mattresses are
better on the side away from the phone. Age 50
I've learned that keeping a vegetable garden
is worth a medicine cabinet full of pills. Age 52
I've learned that regardless of your relationship with
your parents, you miss them terribly after they die. Age 53
I've learned that making a living is not the
same thing as making a life. Age 58
I've learned that life sometimes gives you
a second chance. Age 62
I've learned that if you pursue happiness, it will elude
you. But if you focus on your family, the needs of others,
your work, meeting new people and doing the very best
you can, happiness will find you. Age 65
I've learned that whenever I decide something with kindness, I usually make the right decision. Age 66
I've learned that everyone can use a prayer. Age 72
I've learned that even when I have pains,
I don't have to be one. Age 74
I've learned that every day you should reach out and
touch someone. People love that human touch - holding
hands, a warm hug Or just a friendly pat on the back.

We’ve been incredibly blessed with the ministerial leadership of Rev. Scott Sinclair
who leads worship all Sundays but the first of the month, and Rev. Creola Simpson
who leads worship the first Sunday of every month and is overseeing pastoral care.
We are loving these services—meaningful, challenging, thought provoking, inspiring!
Rev. Steve Boose will begin a journey with Tweedsmuir as the incoming Interim
Moderator beginning in May. We’re looking forward to meeting you Rev. Steve!

Age 76

I've learned that I still have a lot to learn. Age 78
I've learned that life is what you make it, and your life is
much better when you make someone happy. Age 80+
Submitted by Judy P.
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The Presbyterian Church in Canada at work

The invasion of Ukraine has created a humanitarian crisis. This devastating conflict has already displaced hundreds of thousands of people.
The most urgent needs are for food, water and shelter.
To help respond quickly to the escalating situation, PWS&D is receiving
donations for Ukraine. As a member of ACT Alliance and Canadian
Foodgrains Bank, we are well placed to provide urgently needed food
and non-food support.
Through the ACT Alliance, PWS&D is supporting Hungarian Interchurch Aid (HIA) as they respond to the ever-changing situation in
Ukraine. Since the beginning of March, HIA has been responding to
both Ukrainians who have fled the country into Hungary, as well as
those displaced within Ukraine.
Refugees and displaced people are receiving cash assistance and
emergency mental health and psychosocial support. In total, Hungarian Interchurch Aid will assist 14,000 households. PWS&D is helping
them provide emergency food assistance and other essential nonfood aid, including hygiene kits and medical supplies. HIA is also helping to restore emergency basic services in Ukraine, including sanitation and drinking water.

A sign of Spring! These annual flower arrangements
were prepared and presented by Ladies Fellowship. This
year, the beautiful blue and yellow colours are a particularly poignant reminder of the struggles in Ukraine.
The Fellowship and WMS groups look forward to the Spring &
Summer seasons when we will look into meeting and planning. Right now, we are thinking about a garden potluck
luncheon or something equivalent.

Prayer for Peace by Nancy Baer
God of Peace, we ask that you fill us with your peace, so that we may be able to
share your peace with others. God of love, open our hearts to the way of your
love, so we may share your gracious love with all we meet.
God who sees and hears all, grant that we may have your sight, so we may see
those who are in need.
Grant that we may hear as you hear, so we may truly listen to those who are
hurting.
God of welcome, grant us this gift of welcoming, so that we may welcome those
who are in need, welcome those who are hurting, welcome those who need a
friend, welcome those who have found their way home.
All this we ask for in the name of your son, Jesus.
Amen. Blessings
Submitted by Joan Elchuk

Would you like your own copy of this prayer book
commemorating PWSD’s 75th Anniversary?
Contact Jane Smith.
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Welcome New Member—Anne Morrison. Anne
joined the church on March 6 by transfer of
membership from North Bramalea Presbyterian
Church. So happy you’ve joined us Anne!

Tweedsmuir AGM

Words to Live By

Tweedsmuir’s Annual General
Meeting took place on Sunday,
March 6 following the Worship
Service. Thank you to all who
attended the meeting and special
thanks to Rev. Jen for chairing and
to Pam Duffield, recording secretary. We appreciate the hard work
of Marjorie MacDonald, Treasurer
and Ron Mikulik, Stewardship
Committee who prepared the
2022 budget which was
reviewed and passed.

Life isn't fair, but it's still good.
When in doubt, just take the next small step.
Your job won't take care of you when you are
sick. Your friends and family will.
Cry with someone. It's more healing
than crying alone.
When it comes to chocolate,
resistance is futile.
It's OK to let your children see you cry.
Don't compare your life to others. You have no
idea what their journey is all about.
Get rid of anything that isn't useful. Clutter
weighs you down in many ways.
Everything can change in the blink of an eye,
but don't worry, God never blinks.
Whatever doesn't kill you really does
make you stronger.
It's never too late to be happy.
But it's all up to you and no one else.
Burn the candles, use the nice sheets, wear the
fancy lingerie. Don't save it for a special occasion. Today is special.
Over prepare, then go with the flow.
Be eccentric now. Don't wait for old age to
wear purple.
No one is in charge of your happiness but you.
Frame every so-called disaster with these
words 'In five years, will this matter?'
Always choose life.
Forgive.
Time heals almost everything. Give time.
Believe in miracles.
Don't audit life. Show up and
make the most of it now.
Your children get only one childhood.
All that truly matters in the end
is that you loved.
Get outside every day.
Miracles are waiting everywhere.
If we all threw our problems in a pile and saw
everyone else's, we'd grab ours back.
Envy is a waste of time. Accept what you already have, not what you need.
The best is yet to come...
No matter how you feel, get up,
dress up and show up.
Yield.
Life isn't tied with a bow, but it's still a gift.

On the move…
Ethel Pike will be moving in April to Port Perry. Ethel is a longtime member of Tweedsmuir‘s WMS Group.
Six little stories with lots of meanings
Once all villagers decided to pray for
rain. On the day of prayer, all the
people gathered, but only one boy
came with an umbrella. That is faith.
When you throw babies in the air,
they laugh because they know you
will catch them. That is trust
Every night we go to bed without any
assurance of being alive the next
morning, but still we set alarms to
wake up. That is hope.
We plan big things for tomorrow in
spite of zero knowledge of the future.
That is confidence
We see the world suffering but still,
we get married and have children.
That is love
On an old man’s shirt was written a
sentence “I am not 80 years old; I am
sweet 16 with 64 years of experiences”. That is attitude

Submitted by Joan Finch
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Each Spring God Renews His Promise
Long, long ago in a land far away,
There came the dawn of the first Easter Day,
And each year we see that promise reborn
That God gave the world on that first Easter Morn…
For in each waking flower and each singing bird,
The Promise of Easter is witnessed and heard,
And Spring is God’s way of speaking to men
And renewing the promise of Easter again,
For death is a season that man must pass through
And, just like the flowers, God wakens him, too…
So why should we grieve when our loved ones die,
For we’ll meet them again in a “cloudless sky” –
For Easter is more than a beautiful story,
It’s the promise of life and Eternal Glory.
Submitted by Margaret Standing

Real announcements found in church
bulletins….not ours of course!
Submitted by Joan F.

The sermon this morning: “Jesus Walks on the
Water” The sermon tonight: “Searching for Jesus”

Financial Update: February 2022
Operating Income for Feb $12,960.75
Expenses for Feb $20,560.78
Shortfall $ 7,600.03
Year to date shortfall $15,351.65
Reminder: Donations can be dropped off through
the mail slot located at the driveway entrance. You
can also mail them through regular mail. Donations
can also be made online at
https://tweedsmuirpresbyterian.org/ Click on the
DONATE button at the top right. You may also consider giving by registering with PAR our pre-authorized monthly donation program.
Contact the office for details.

Please give our financial situation your prayerful consideration.

Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a
chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping
around the house. Bring your husbands.
Don’t let worry kill you – let the Church help.
Miss Charlene Mason sang “I will not pass this way
again” giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.
For those of you who have children and don’t
know it, we have a nursery downstairs.
The Rector will preach his farewell message, after
which the choir will sing “Break Forth into Joy”.
Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on
October 24 in the church. So ends a friendship that
began in their school days.
Potluck supper Sunday at 5 p.m. – Prayer and
medication to follow.
Low Self-Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 p.m. Please use the back door.

Thank you for your contributions and thank you for reading the Tweedsmuir Tidings!

Please submit your news items, writings, pictures, special events, and congratulatory messages
for our next Newsletter by June 1, 2022.
Editors: Jane Smith, (janers@rogers.com) Ellen Sinclair (ellenbsinclair@gmail.com)
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