
Tweedsmuir Tidings

Vestry Views—Rev. Steve Boose, Interim Moderator

The View From Georgetown 

Summer is generally the time of year when most of us try to take a pause of some 
kind, a vacation where, if we can make it happen, we actually vacate and head off 
somewhere else – not necessarily “somewhere warm” (summer in Ontario is generally 
plenty warm!), just somewhere else!  It’s an extended Sabbath time – relax, refresh, 
recharge, refocus, and be ready to start again in a few weeks with new energy and a 
revitalized sense of purpose.   

Sabbath time is something that I’ve studied on and off over the course of my years 
in ministry, most often during those times when I realize I haven’t been very good at 
taking my own!  Giving myself permission to relax, to pause, to not do work for a time, 
even though my brain is constantly pointing out how it’s all piling up and suggesting 
that if I did even just a little more right now, that would mean less to be done later…!  
God actually gave us instructions to take a “Sabbath day”, not so we could honour Him, 
but for our own good!  That we choose to give part of it to Him is supposed to be part 
of our rest, not part of our work.   

I remember reading a book some years ago about Sabbath time that was written by 
a former law student.  Wanting to excel, she was pushing herself harder and harder, 
seven days a week, and yet she found that slowly, inexorably, she was falling further 
and further behind in her work.  Desperate, she talked to a friend with a strong spiritu-
al tradition (I don’t remember if the friend was Jewish or Christian), and the friend sug-
gested that she take a “sabbath day” each week – one full day when she did no school-
work, read nothing for her “education”, wrote no papers, nothing like that.  Instead, 
she was urged to go for walks, cook interesting meals, explore the artistic side of her-
self, and read for fun and enjoyment.  She resisted at first – “I don’t have a full day to 
give up!” – but eventually settled on Thursdays as “her” day.  Over the first couple of 
weeks, she found herself struggling, but then came the Thursday she slept late and 
awoke actually feeling refreshed.  She went for a walk down to the water near where 
she lived.  She made something exotic for supper that night that required planning and 
special preparation instead of something capable of being heated rapidly and wolfed 
down impatiently.  She read a book of poetry that someone had given her but she’d 
never let herself enjoy.  And she hit the rest of her work with more focus, more energy, 
and much clearer mind and soul.  Sabbath worked!  

I hope and pray that all of you will find some Sabbath time this summer.  We have 
all of the summer Sundays covered until September, both with Rev. Scott and Laura-
Lee Campbell, and then we will start a new phase of things to move forward, hopefully 
with some renewed energy, vigour, focus, and a feeling of being blessed!   

In Christ, 
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Summer 2022 

We have no higher calling than to 
offer the worship that belongs to 

God day by day. 
(Living Faith, 7.3.1) 

Welcome Summer! 
Services are taking 
place every Sunday 

in the Sanctuary 
followed by coffee 

hour in the 
Tweedsmuir Room. 
Come out and get 

reacquainted! 
You can also join us 

online on Zoom.   
Find the link on our 

website. 

www.tweedsmuirpresbyterian.org 

Thank you, 
Debbie Hunt,  

for coordinating 
Coffee Hour!  
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For more about our proud history visit https://tweedsmuirpresbyterian.org/index.php/about-us/history/ 

Ruby Doan spearheaded the wonderful festivities 

celebrating Tweedsmuir’s 185th Anniversary. We 

were honoured to welcome the Presbyterian 

Church in Canada incoming Moderator, Rev.  Dr. 

Bob Faris as our guest preacher on Sunday May 8.  

Other highlights included a guest video appear-

ance by Ursula Buchan, granddaughter of Lord 

Tweedsmuir John Buchan, and a delightful excerpt 

from “A Kirk for the Town” original play written in 

1987 by Rev. Dr. Wm. Bothwell.  Read Ursula’s 

letter to us below. 

Ruby Doan in front of the 

185 Anniversary display.  

TWEEDSMUIR 185 ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION—MAY 8, 2022 

Enjoying fellowship: Clockwise from left—Earl Dodds, 

Rev. Dr. Bob Faris, Spencer Finch, Ron Mikulik. 

Clerk of Session, Neil Overbeek and Rev. Faris display the 

wonderful Anniversary Cake prepared by Judy B. 

May 1, 2022 

Greetings from England, and many congratulations on achieving 185 years of 
Christian witness in Orangeville. I have no doubt that my grandparents would 
have been delighted that the Tweedsmuir Memorial Presbyterian Church is so 
evidently thriving in 2022. Having written his biography, I can say with confidence 
that Lord Tweedsmuir’s Christian faith, expressed in Scottish Presbyterianism, was 
the mainspring of his life, informing what he did, and enabling him to connect 
successfully with all manner of people that he met on his many travels. 

His wife, whom I remember very well, since she lived until 1977, was a most will-
ing helpmeet to her husband, but also made her own contribution to Canadian 
life, especially encouraging the work of the Women’s Institutes and collecting 
many thousands of books for rural libraries. 

By the time that my grandfather died, in February 1940 (having served 4 1/2 years 
of his 5-year term as Governor-General), the Tweedsmuirs felt themselves to be 
honorary Canadians. Two sons fought in the Canadian forces during the war, one 
married a Canadian, and my grandmother kept up her links with Canada until the 
end of her life. I have no doubt that permission to call your church building after 
her husband will have been granted most willingly. 

May God bless you all and the work you do. 

Ursula Buchan 

Judy Bryan enjoys tea and conversa-

tion with special guest Alison Brown, 

daughter of Rev. Dr. Wm Bothwell. 
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WMS & FELLOWSHIP 

reaches out her hands to the needy. 

Prov. 31: 20-21 

WHAT I READ LATELY 
By Rev. Scott Sinclair 

Love Wins by Rob Bell 

In a sermon in May I referred to the book Love 

Wins by Rob Bell. It is a short and accessible 

book that I think everyone should read – not just 

for the content but also because of its short con-

troversial history.  Bell was the founder of Mars 

Hill Bible Church in Grandville, Michigan. It was 

one of the fastest-growing churches in America. 

He left the church in 2012 – partly as a result of 

this book. 

Bell explains at the begin-

ning that the book was 

inspired by a graffiti scrawl 

attached to a picture of 

Gandhi at his church which 

read “Reality check: He’s 

in hell.” Bell then relates 

his realization that hu-

mans are not the ones to 

know who’s in and who’s 

out. He says "It's been 

clearly communicated to many that this belief (in 

hell as conscious, eternal torment) is a central 

truth of the Christian faith and to reject it is, in 

essence, to reject Jesus. This is misguided and 

toxic and ultimately subverts the contagious 

spread of Jesus' message of love, peace, for-

giveness and joy that our world desperately 

needs to hear". 

In simpler words – how can our God of love con-

ceive of eternal torment for some? Love wins. 

Women’s Fellowship  

After several years of service , Colleen Smith stepped down as President of Women’s Fel-

lowship Group. Thank you for your dedication, Colleen! Ruby Doan is the incoming Presi-

dent. Thank you, Ruby! The meeting time has changed to 1:30 p.m. on the third Wednes-

day of the month. All ladies welcome—come out for fellowship and lovely cup of tea.  

On Monday, June 13, seventeen women enjoyed a scrumptious lunch and visiting at the 

Café in the Centre  on Hansen Blvd. All agreed the event was lovely and are 

enthusiastic about planning another.  

Strawberry Fun!!!   Look for strawberries, cake and ice cream for Fellowship 

on Sunday June 26.  There will also be a 

pop-up craft table with prices ranging 

from $2 to $5.  Some items are straw-

berry themed; others have a practical 

bent.  Come join us for fun and fellowship in support 

of Ladies Fellowship. 

You may have read, in the paper, about the initiative 

to cover the Orangeville Clock Tower 

with poppies for November 11. Fellow-

ship are spearheading a Tweedsmuir 

“poppy drive” for 185 knit, crocheted, 

hooked or needlepoint poppies. Last 

count we’d exceeded 185 and are still 

going strong! 

On Sunday, April 24 the WMS had a special service.  They laid their Prayer Shawls and Lap 

Blankets on the communion table to be dedicated.  Rev. Sinclair talked about the prayer 

shawl ministry and its benefit to Congregations. Covid prevented us from working on this 

ministry but we have decided to resume now that things are settling down. We have given 

out quite a few shawls to different folks including  the Hospice to assist in their work. It al-

ways surprises us how many requests we receive when we mention that we have the minis-

try.   

We are now starting to build up our supply. The 

shawls are usually 24” by 60”.  The Lap Blankets 

are 24”by 36”.  Patterns are available, please call 

Jane Smith at 519-940-8637, if you would like 

more information. 

WMS is pleased to advise that we distributed all 

the PWS&D booklets. We thank everyone who 

made a donation towards the cost of their 

printing.   

At this time the WMS are not meeting. We will                                                                                     
advise everyone when we can arrange                                                                                               
something.

She opens her hand to the poor and 



On the light side with Edna L. 

The oldest computer can be traced back to Adam & 

Eve. Surprise! Surprise! 

It was an Apple. But with extremely limited memory. 

Just 1 byte. Then everything crashed 

Instead of cleaning house.  I just watch an episode 

of “Hoarders” and think wow my house looks grand. 

My closet is filled with the latest spring fashion. 

Spring ’94…that still counts right? 

Wife:  I heard in heaven, husband and wife 
cannot life together. 

Husband:  That’s why they call it heaven. 

Simple Math  

“2 get” and “2 give” creates many problems. 

So just double it and “4 get” and “4 give”... 

solves many problems! 
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Smiling 
Dorothy Groshart was a member of our church 
from 1993 to 2009. She had these word of wis-

dom on her front door: 

God bless all who enter this house 
protect those who will leave 

give peace to those who remain. 

And in her Bible: 

If you look at the world you will be distressed. 
If you look within you will depressed 

If you look to Christ you will be at rest.  
Corrie Tenboom 

Has God deserted Heaven 
And left it up to you 

To judge if this or that is right 
And what each one should do. 

I think He's still in business 
And know when to wield the rod 
So when you're judging others 

Just remember you're not God.  

B. I. B. L E.
Beautiful Instruction Before Leaving Earth. 

Submitted by Phyllis R. 

Summer is here at Tweedsmuir 

Many thanks to Faye and Don Corbett 
for generously gifting and planting the 
geraniums in Tweedsmuir’s front gar-
den! 

Faye is a member of the Lord Dufferin 
IODE and that group has raised money 
for the last 27 years through their an-
nual spring geranium promotion. 

The Tweedsmuir garage and bake sale on 

Saturday , June 11 moves us one step 

closer to our return to community 

events.  Thank you to Mindy Swick and 

her leadership for this fundraiser which 

raised over $2000 for the church. 

It was lovely to see the entire church sup-

port the event. From the bakers, to those 

who donated their treasures, to those 

who manned the sale tables, set up and 

packed away, all help was appreciated.  

Treasure Sale! 



George Agar 
George left us May 11, 2022, ready to 

move on to his next project. Among 

his many involvements, he was a for-

mer treasurer at Tweedsmuir and 

sang in the choir for many years. He 

will be missed.  
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Stan Elliotson 

IN LOVING MEMORY 

An accomplished musician, Stan often 

blessed us with his trumpeting for spe-

cial services, concerts and the Last Post 

on Remembrance Day. Stan passed away 

on Saturday, June 18, 2022. 

Continue to pray for Ukraine and all Ukrainians. 

Thank you FROM... 

Next time you’re in the 

Tweedsmuir room, take a 

look at the wonderful thank 

you cards from Princess 

Mar-garet Public School to 

Tweedsmuir church for the 

donation of grocery and gift 

cards to be used for those 

less fortunate. 

Thank you To: 

Ron Mikulik keeps the 

church building running 

smoothly—no easy task 

with the beautiful, yet aged 

building! 

Thank you to Judy Bryan and Neil Overbeek who organized a meeting of the Friendship 

Group Leaders on Sunday, June 12. The gathering was well attended by those who volun-

teer to regularly reach out to congregants and tend to individuals’ needs. 

Thank you to all the Friendship Group Leaders for your dedication to this critical work. 
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Please submit your news items, writings, pictures, special events, and congratulatory messages 
for our next Newsletter by September 15, 2022. 

Editors: Jane Smith, (janers@rogers.com)  Ellen Sinclair (ellenbsinclair@gmail.com) 

Thank you for your contributions and thank you for reading the Tweedsmuir Tidings! 

Keep on shopping! 
Beautiful wearables by 

Adam Wear! 

http://www.adamswear.deco-apparel.com/ 

I’ve just read the Tweedsmuir 

Tidings from front to back!  Better 

than the Toronto Star, better than 

Time magazine!  Better than the 

letter I got from Aunt Zoe last 

week, and her letters are real 

doozies! Cybil S. 

Since I began reading the 

Tweedsmuir Tidings I’ve lost 13 

lbs. Sally J.

Letters to the Editor 

 

Please remember that all expenses at the church continue during the 
Summer. If you are going away, please try to continue your donations. 

Consider signing up for P.A.R. if you haven’t already done so.  

 TWEEDSMUIR MANSE 

Tweedsmuir has entered into an agree-

ment with Theatre Orangeville which will 

be renting the manse while we are with-

out a full-time Minister. In addition to 

one regular tenant, T.O. will be able to 

host their guest artists in warm and  

elegant style. 

Heart Pocket

I’ve got a special pocket
That’s stitched into my chest
It’s full of all the moments
That I’ve thought of as my best
And when a good friend tells me
About the things that make them smile
I place them in my pocket
So I can keep them for a while
And when I’m feeling saddened
Just as I was today
I’ll open up my pocket
To help the sadness go away
The pocket’s always endless
Yet sometimes it overflows
And the love that spills out from it
Is how the pocket grows
And sometimes if you’re lucky
If I hug you really tight
You can feel my pocket beating
And you might just feel its light

~Jessy Humann~

From Joan Elchuk




